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 Evaluating MHEC Contracts

 Understanding overall MHEC Operations

 Representing MHEC at Meetings

 Reviewing MHEC Outreach Efforts

 Working on Strategic Partnerships for MHEC



MHEC Purchasing Consortia Positives

Definition: A purchasing consortia is a collaborative arrangement which 

allows for contractual purchasing of  goods and services for the members 

involved.

 Economies of  Scale = Lower costs

 Lower Transaction Costs = Better pricing

 Reduced Work Load for your Staff: Time available for other critical needs

 Best Practices / Public Bidding Guaranteed: Lower risk, professionalism 

provided by MHEC

 Expertise Developed by Consortia Staff : Your staff  does not have to 

become the expert

 Lower Purchasing Risks: Contracts are pre-vetted for your use

More Vendor Access: Access to all suppliers on contract



MHEC Contract Examples for Municipalities

 A01 - Appliances, A/C, & Food Service Equipment

 B01 - Academic Regalia and Accessories

 B14 - Athletic, Fitness Equipment and Uniforms

 D25 - Laboratory Supplies and Chemicals

 D26 - Biological Cabinets

 C07 - Furniture

 D32 - Medical Equipment Supplies and Service

 G11 - Floor Covering 

 C05 - Mattresses, Box Springs and Frames



 Be aware of  MHEC contracts

 Utilize verifiable contract pricing

 Keep MHEC up to date on your needs

 Confirm contract spend volume information

 Provide suggestions on new contract needs



MHEC Membership Questions

 Are you a new member or existing (old) member?

 Does using MHEC contracts make your job easier?

 What is the benefit to using MHEC contracts?

 Do all Departments use MHEC contracts?

 Do you find MHEC contracts easily accessible?



 Experiencing significant membership growth

 Contracts must remain relevant

 Be aware of  member needs and concerns

 Examining membership spend volume trends

 Improving our website and website accessibility

 Upgrading our bidding process

 Evaluating MHEC staffing needs

 We are here to help you save



MHEC and MLS

• Core Proficiency / Responsibility 

– MLS:       Library Focused

– MHEC:   Contract Focused

• Combined purchase volumes to reduce costs of 

items purchased for members operating needs

• Additional MHEC contracts available to MLS 

• Ongoing contract support for MLS members 

– Both MLS and MHEC can answer questions



L50 Series Library Contracts 

MC13-L50 Library: Supplies, Archival 

Products & Equipment

September 2012

MC13-L51 Library: Books and Media

October 2012

MC13-L52 Library: Print Subscription

January 2013



L50 Library: Supplies 

Archival Products & Equipment

• 8 Suppliers with good discounts 

– BayScan Technologies

– Bibliotheca 

– DEMCO

– Envisionware

– Findaway World (Playaway)

– Reliance Label 

– Stanger Litho Graphics 

– The Library Store



L50 Library: Supplies 

Archival Products & Equipment

Equip Archival & Supplies Tags RFID

BayScan 7-71%

Bibliotheca 5-30%

Envisionware 4-32%

DEMCO 19%    (7-19%EC)

The Library Store 18%  (10&18%EC)

Reliance Label 30% EC

Stanger Litho 15% EC

Findaway 25% EC

*(EC = ENTIRE CATALOG)



L51 Library: Books and Media

• 9 Suppliers

– Baker & Taylor, Inc.

– BOOKAZINE

– Brodart Co.

– Capstone

– D.K. Agencies (P) Ltd.

– Findaway World

– Ingram Library Services 

– Midwest Tape, LLC

– The AV Cafe, Inc. 



L51 Library: Books and Media

Supplier

Entire

Catalog

Avg % OFF 

Pub List Price Min. Order Freight

Baker & Taylor Y 33% Free

Bookazine Y 43% 10 (Items) Free

Brodart Y 30% Free

Capstone Y 30% Free

D.K. Agencies Y 8% $2000

Annum/Member

Added

Findaway Y 25% Under $100= $6.95; 

Over $100= FREE

Ingram 39% Free

Midwest Tape Y 15% Free

The AV Café Y 10% <$100=$7

>$100<$500=6% 

>$500=5% 

>$2K=4%



L51 Library: Books and Media

Category

Vendor 

Entire

Catalog

% OFF Pub 

List Price Min. Order Freight

Hardcover Trade  Adult  or Juvenile

Ingram 48% Free

Baker & Taylor Y 46.8% Free

Brodart Y 46% Free

Bookazine Y 13% 10 (Items) Free

JV: Library or Reinforced Trade

Brodart Y 25% Free

Baker & Taylor Y 23.5% Free

Ingram 15% Free

MP3-CD Music / Spoken Word Audio

Baker & Taylor Y 5-45% Free

Ingram 36.5% Free

Midwest Tape Y 15% Free



L51 Library: Books and Media

Category

Vendor 

Entire

Catalog

% OFF 

Pub List Price Min. Order Freight

Textbooks Beyond  K-12

Baker & Taylor Y 0-5% Free

Ingram 3% Free

University Press

Bookazine Y 43% 10 (Items) Free

Brodart Y 11% Free

Baker & Taylor Y 10% Free

Ingram 10% Free

Video Games

Ingram 5% Free

The AV Café Y 0-30% Orders <$100=$7: 

>$100<$500=6%: 

>$500=5%: >$2K=4%



L51 Library: Books and Media

Category

Vendor 

Entire

Catalog

% OFF Pub 

List Price Min. Order Freight

Other Vendors  Entire Catalog 

Capstone

(Interactive eBook, 24/7 access)

Y 0 Free

Capstone

(K-9 Supplemental Nonfiction and 

Fiction Titles)

Y +5 off  

website

Free

Capstone

(PreK-3 Online Educational 

Research Databases)

Y 0 Free

Findaway

(Playaway Audiobooks)

Y 25% Under $100= $6.95; 

Over $100= FREE

Findaway

(Playaway View)

Y 10% Under $100= $6.95; 

Over $100= FREE

D.K. Agencies

(English Language Books From 

South Asia)

Y 10% $2000 

Annum/Member

Added

D.K. Agencies 

(Books In South Asian Languages)

Y 5% $2000

Annum/Member

Added



L52 Library: Print Subscription 

Management Service

• 2 Suppliers

– Basch Subscriptions Inc.

– D.K. Agencies (P) Ltd.



L52 Library: Print Subscription Management Service

Company Type of  Member Category Pricing
Min.

Order

FOB

Freight

Basch Public Library

Magazines & 

Limited Online 

Version of  

Printed 

Subscription

2.5% Service 

charge on Basch

retail price

None Destination

D.K. Agencies Public Library

Periodical 

Published in 

India

5% Off  Retail List $2000
Destination

Freight Added



MC14-B14 Athletics, Gym & Field  

Equipment, Uniforms & Supplies

Two items that have been of interest to our 

members 

• Playground equipment and water park items.

• Xenith Football shoulder pads and helmets 20-31% Discount.  



MHEC Website:  Logging in for the first time

Before you can access contracts and pricing, you will be required to register at http://www.mhec.net

At the Quick Links select Member Login

Then select the Click Here to register at the bottom of  the page to create your username and password.

Once you register you will have immediate access to the website. 

http://www.mhec.net/






MHEC Website Training Examples

Road Show Series 
• June 19th ~ Kittredge Test Kitchen, Westford, MA 

• July 24th ~ Sponsor: HD Supply, College of  the Holy Cross

• August 21st ~ Kittredge Showroom, Agawam 

MLS/MHEC Info-Sessions 
Chapter 30B and MHEC with the IG’s office

• November 7, 2014 Mashpee

• November 14, 2014 MLS Whately

ONE ON ONE/SMALLER GROUPS-Webinar
• Jennifer LaPointe / 413-545-4993

• Joan Miller / 413-577-3550



Stacey Wikar
Director of  Operations

MHEC



Membership Growth
Currently at 567 members throughout New England

New Areas of  Growth Include:

Colleges Universities

Housing Authorities Private Secondary Schools

Museums Educational Non – Profits

Libraries Public Schools

Municipalities Charter Vocational Schools

Membership list can be found on the website under membership



Contract Growth
New and improved contracts each year:

• Multi Media Equipment

• IT Project Services w/OSD

• Temporary Help Services w/OSD

• Athletic Fitness Equipment and Uniforms

• Hazardous Waste Removal w/HCOG

• Airport Parking

• Grounds Equipment and Maintenance

• Elevator Equipment and Service

• Custodial Cleaning Equipment, Supplies, and Service

• Plumbing, Fixtures, Parts, Service



Upcoming Contracts

• Biological Cabinets

• Copiers and Fax Machines

• Stationary and Digital Copy Program

• Domestic and International Delivery

• Mailroom Equipment and Services

• Academic Regalia and Accessories

• Life Sciences

• Promotional Products



New Bidding Process in 2015

• In 2015 the MHEC bids will be online and all suppliers will 

be able to submit their bids electronically through a “Bid 

Express” tool.  

• There will continue to be a public bid opening and 

suppliers will be able to watch the process via a screen in 

the MHEC offices.  



Website Update

• In 2015 the MHEC will have a new website.

• Enhanced search tools for MHEC member 

organizations to find products and services.

• Classic Search

• New Keyword Search



Important Dates

• MHEC Open House Dec 10, 2014

• Quarterly Meeting Webinar Feb 11, 2015

• Expo 2015  Sept 18, 2015













The Newsletter is published several times a year. It is distributed electronically to members, potential 
members and suppliers. It is also posted on the MHEC website. 


